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DIVISION OF LABOR

Background Information: There are many different types of cells in the human body. None of these cells
function on their own well. These cells are part of the larger organism that is called — human. Cells work
together to form tissues. There are four main types of tissues: muscle tissue, nervous tissue, connective tissue
and epithelial tissue. These tissues work together to form organs. Each organ belongs to an organ system.
Organ systems are composed of two or more different organs that work together to provide a common function.
There are eleven major organ systems in your body. The organ systems then work together to make the
organism. These levels of organization from the smallest cell to the biggest organism represent a division of
labor in your body. The work is divided up among the different parts so everything can get done.

Levels of Organization: cell > tissue > organ > organ system > organism

Directions: Label each of the following pictures or words with the appropriate level of organization.
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