
D E F I N I T I O N S  A N D  F E A T U R E S

BODIES OF WATER



O N E  C O N T I N U O U S  B O D Y  O F  S A L T W A T E R  D I V I D E D  I N T O  4  

L A R G E ,  D I F F E R E N T L Y  N A M E D  S E C T I O N S

A .  O C E A N



A DIVISION OF THE OCEAN ENCLOSED OR 

PARTLY ENCLOSED BY LAND

B. SEA



P O R T I O N S  O F  O C E A N S  T H A T  C U T  I N T O  L A N D  ( L A R G E R  T H A N  A  

B A Y ) ;  F O R  E X A M P L E ,  T H E  _ _ _ _ _  O F  M E X I C O  I S  T H E  1 0 T H  

L A R G E S T  B O D Y  O F  W A T E R  I N  T H E  W O R L D .

C .  G U L F



A ___ is an area of water mostly 
surrounded by land. ____ generally have 
calmer waters than the surrounding sea, 
due to the surrounding land blocking 
some waves and often reducing winds. It 
can also be an inlet in a lake or pond.

D.  bay



E .   H A R B O R

A PROTECTED BASIN ON AN OCEAN, LAKE OR RIVER WHERE 
SHIPS AND BOATS CAN DOCK



Due to global warming, a rise in ___  

________ may cause cities to flood.  The 

higher you are above _____  _________ 

the less likely you will be affected by 

this.

F.  Sea level



A  _ _ _ _ _ _ _  I S  A  N A R R O W  P A S S A G E  O R  B O D Y  O F  W A T E R  

C O N N E C T I N G  T W O  S E A S .

G .   S T R A I T



AN ENCLOSED BODY OF WATER COMPLETELY 

SURROUNDED BY LAND

H .   L A K E



A_______   I S  A SLOWLY  MOVI NG R IVER  OF  ICE .  THESE  
ARE  THE  LARGEST  RESERVO IR  OF  FRESH  WATER  ON 

EARTH .  

I .   GLACIER



A long, 

narrow 

ocean 

inlet 

made by 

a glacier 

that 

reaches 

far inland

J.  fjord



A LARGE ,  NATU RAL  S TRE AM OF  F LOWING WATER

K .   R IVER



Where a river begins is called the  ____________.

It can often be far away from where it ends.  The 

Mississippi’s _________ is far to the north in 

Minnesota!               

L.  Source



Small 

streams or 

rivers 

flowing into 

larger bodies 

of water are 

called 
______________

M.  tributary



Where a river 

empties into a 

larger body of 

water; a delta is 

often found 

there.

N.  mouth



A man-made 

waterway, 

such as the 

Erie or 

Panama or 

Suez 

_______

O. canal



Water that 

collects 

behind a 

dam is 

called a

_________.

P. reservoir



A wide strait 

that passes

between two 

bodies of

land; the 

deepest part 

of a river.

Q.  channel



Fresh or saltwater wetlands found along rivers, ponds, lakes 

and coasts; Plants such as cordgrass or lilies grow up out of 

the water.

R.  marsh



Similar to 

a marsh, a 

freshwater 

wetland 

that has 

spongy, 

muddy 

land.

S. swamp



A N G E L  F A L L S  I N  V E N E Z U E L A  I S  T H E  W O R L D ' S  T A L L E S T _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   ( 3 , 2 1 2 F T ) .

A _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ,  O R  W A T E R F A L L ,  I S  A  P L A C E  W H E R E  F L O W I N G  W A T E R  R A P I D L Y  
D R O P S  I N  E L E V A T I O N  A S  I T  F L O W S  O V E R  A  S T E E P  R E G I O N  O R  A  C L I F F .   T H E  
N I L E R I V E R  I N  A F R I C A H A S  6  O F  T H E S E .   T H E Y  A R E  C O N S I D E R E D  T O  B E  O N E  

O F  T H E  M O S T  B E A U T I F U L  P H E N O M E N A  I N  N A T U R E .  S O M E  A R E  U S E D  T O  
G E N E R A T E  H Y D R O - E L E C T R I C  P O W E R .

T .  C A T A R A C T



A  _ _ _ _ _  I S  A  L A N D F O R M  A L O N G  T H E  S H O R E L I N E  O F  A N  O C E A N ,  

S E A  O R  L A K E .  I T  U S U A L L Y  C O N S I S T S  O F  L O O S E  P A R T I C L E S  

W H I C H  A R E  O F T E N  C O M P O S E D  O F  R O C K ,  S U C H  A S  S A N D ,  

G R A V E L ,  P E B B L E S ,  O R  C O B B L E S T O N E S .

U.   BEACH



A BODY OF  SHALLOW SALT  WATER  SEPARATED  FROM 
THE  DEEPER  SEA BY  AN EXPOSED BARR IER  BEACH,  

SANDBANK OR  CORAL  REEF

V. LAGOON


