
What is the water cycle?



What are the water cycle vocab words? 



• Evaporation – water changing from a liquid to a gas

• Condensation – water gas (vapor) is changed into a liquid 

• Precipitation – clouds release the water in the form of rain, sleet, 

snow or hail 





• Infiltration – water seeps or soak into the soil or rocks below ground

• Transpiration – water evaporating from plants (stomata)

• Surface Runoff – draining of water (and what it carries) from higher

ground to lower ground





• Aquifer – water stored underground in permeable rock

• Snowpack – a mass of snow that becomes runoff 

• Permeable layer – allows water to move through a solid

• Impermeable layer – does not allow water to move through a solid 
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