
Mineral ID Lab 
Using the chart on the second page to identify three mystery minerals.   

 

Mystery Mineral #1:  

● The mineral is white in color 

● A soft mineral, hardness about 1 

● Dull, not shiny 

● Breaks along smooth edges (cleavage) 

Mystery Mineral #1 is _______________ 

 

Mystery Mineral #2: 

● The mineral is black in color 

● The hardness of the mineral is about a 5.5 

● Nonmetallic luster 

● Has smooth flat edges (cleavage in two directions) 

Mystery Mineral #2 is _______________ 

 

Mystery Mineral #3: 

● The mineral is silver in color 

● Shiny (metallic) 

● Hardness is about 6 to a 6.5 

● Has rough edges (fracture) 

● Special property: it is magnetic  

Mystery Mineral #3 is _______________ 

 

Reflection Questions 

1. Why is it hard to identify a mineral just based on its color?   

 

2. What is luster and how can it be useful to narrow down the possibilities of a mineral?  

 

 



 


